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Eligibility / General Questions
1. What are the eligibility requirements for this funding opportunity?
· Applicant organizations must be based in the United States or its territories.
· Preference will be given to applicants that are either public entities or nonprofit organizations that are tax-exempt under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code and are not private foundations or Type III supporting organizations.
· Applicants must demonstrate an existing, authentic, and accountable community partnership of at least two years. One of the co-Principal Investigators must be a representative or leadership from a community-based organization.

2. Does it matter which partner submits the Letter of Intent/application (e.g., research institution or community partner)?
· As long as the applicant meets the eligibility criteria outlined in the Call for Proposals, it does not matter which partner serves as the lead applicant.
· Note: Only one organization may serve as the lead applicant.

3. Are current or former RWJF grantees eligible to apply?
· Yes, applicants who have been or are currently RWJF grantees are eligible to apply.

4. How is “community partnership” defined?
· Please refer to the Call for Proposals for more details.
· In general, applicants must demonstrate an authentic, existing community partnership of at least 2 years.

5. Were community members involved in the visioning for this Call for Proposals?
· Yes, community members have been directly involved through their continued engagement with the Coordinating Centers. 
· Community partners have provided feedback on the text and scope of the Call for Proposals. As a part of the Health Equity Research for Action (HERA) infrastructure, we envision community partners being involved in every part of the Call for Proposals process, including the review and decision-making processes.

6. Where can I find more information about this opportunity and/or a glossary of terms?
· Please review the full Call for Proposals and a glossary of terms. These resources are also available in the online application portal.
· A pre-recorded information session for applicants will be available in the online portal by April 27, 2026.
7. What do you mean by systems‑oriented research?
·  Systems‑oriented research focuses on understanding and addressing the underlying systems, structures, policies, and power dynamics that shape health outcomes—rather than examining isolated programs, individuals, or single interventions. This type of research looks at how multiple factors interact over time and identifies leverage points for change within complex systems.
· For this Call for Proposals, we are particularly interested in research that is grounded in real‑world contexts, informed by community experience, and designed to support action and decision‑making within systems that influence health equity.
· Applicants should refer to the Call for Proposals (CFP) for a more detailed description of how systems‑oriented research is defined for this opportunity, including priorities, characteristics, and examples relevant to this funding scope.

8. Where can I find more information about the “7 prioritized systems” mentioned in the CFP?
· Please visit our website to learn more about RWJF’s three generational goals and seven systems that shape our lives (1. Community Development, 2. Economic Inclusion for Families, 3. Government, 4. Health Science Knowledge, 5. Healthcare, 6. Media, and 7. Public Health).

9. Can I apply under a fiscal sponsor?
· If necessary, the applicant organization may utilize the services of a fiscal sponsor to support the project’s financial management, grants management, and reporting activities.  

10. Who do I contact if I have questions about this funding opportunity?
· Please send inquiries about this funding opportunity to HERA@rwjf.org
Letter of Intent (LOI) Application and Review Process
11. What are the two phases of this application process?
· This Call for Proposals has a two-phase process.
· Phase 1 requires applicants to submit a Letter of Intent (up to 3 pages) and other required documents.
· A subset of applicants who submit a Letter of Intent will be invited to submit a more detailed, full proposal in Phase 2.
· Phase 2 requires invited applicants to submit a full proposal (up to 10 pages).
· Please refer to the Call for Proposals for more details and required supporting documentation.

12. How do I log into the online application system?
· Visit www.myRWJF.org to sign up or log in to your existing account.
· Follow the prompts to enter your email address and password.
· There is a “forgot your password” option if you need to reset your password.

13. How are Letters of Intent/applications submitted?
· Applications must be submitted in the online portal. Emailed applications or hard copies will not be accepted. 
· Applicants are encouraged to log in to the online system and become familiar with the submission requirements as soon as possible.
· Staff may not be able to assist all applicants in the final 24 hours before the submission deadline.

14. When are Letters of Intent/applications due?
· Letters of Intent are due in the online portal by 3pm ET, May 14, 2026.

15. What is the anticipated funding period?
· Funding awards may be up to 36 months, with the grants starting in late Fall 2026.
· Applicants are welcome to propose shorter timelines (e.g., <36 months) and should ensure that project activities and budgets are aligned accordingly.

16. Do I need to include citations/references in the Letter of Intent (LOI)? 
· Please include references in your 3-page LOI (as footnotes) if you are able to do so. Applicants advancing to the full proposal phase will have the opportunity to provide a full list of citations/references in supporting documents.

17. How will Letters of Intent be reviewed and assessed?
All Letters of Intent will be screened for eligibility and completeness. Those that meet 	the eligibility criteria outlined in the CFP will go through the review process.

Letters of Intent will be reviewed based on the criteria in the CFP:

· centering community engagement and leadership – proposed projects should demonstrate authentic power-sharing and co-governance among community members, movement leaders, and community power-building and advocacy networks;
· focus on transformational systems change – proposed projects should aim to advance systems change and address structural barriers to health equity and wellbeing and be directly related to at least one of RWJF’s prioritized systems outlined in the CFP;
· focus on action-oriented research that identifies solutions and results in an immediate and/or longer-term that can address key knowledge gaps, inform grassroots movements, influence policymakers and community members’ decisions and priorities, or facilitate collaboration among health equity movement leaders and community power networks across critical social, economic, government, healthcare, and public health systems;
· and evidence of fiscal and project management capacity and feasibility.

18. Who will review Letters of Intent and applications?
· Each Letter of Intent will receive the same number of independent reviews. 
· The review team consists of Foundation staff, National Coordinating Center staff, grantees and other community partners with broad expertise in public health, health equity research, community-led initiatives, and other relevant areas.
· A subset of applicants who submit a Letter of Intent will be invited to submit a full proposal. Please refer to the Call for Proposals for key dates and details.
Budget/Other
19. Where can I learn more about how to prepare my budget and budget narrative, such as indirect costs?
· For applicants invited to submit a full proposal, budget preparation guidelines will be available.
· As noted in the CFP, funding for programmatic activities is limited to 15% of the budget.

20. Will we receive feedback on our application?
· We recognize that applicants invest substantial time, care, and expertise in preparing applications, and we value the thoughtfulness and effort that goes into each submission. While we would like to provide individual feedback, the unusually high volume of applications expected for this Call for Proposals makes it infeasible.
· We appreciate the interest in and need for clearer feedback and learning opportunities, and we will continue to explore ways to provide greater transparency and support to the field in future funding opportunities.

21. How many grants/awards will be awarded?
· Up to (20) grants will be awarded following full proposal review (phase 2).
· We anticipate funding a combined total up to $8 million, with awards of up to $500,000 per project.
· No grants will be awarded for phase 1 – Letter of Intent.

22. What are the reporting requirements?
· Reporting requirements will be specified in the final, awarded grants.
· All awardees will be encouraged to disseminate and share early and interim findings with community organizations and decision makers as early as possible.
· One goal of this initiative is for the research findings to be actionable, usable, and informative in a timely manner.

23. Will there be more funding opportunities if I’m not able to meet this year’s deadline?
· Please sign up for RWJF funding alerts HERE. 
· We anticipate future research funding opportunities of this nature but have not identified exact dates at this time.

24. How should prospective applicants decide whether to invest time in this application?
·  We recognize that preparing a proposal requires significant intellectual, relational, and administrative labor—much of it unpaid. We also acknowledge that recent, substantial cuts in funding for health equity research have led to unusually high demand for this opportunity and an unexpectedly large volume of applications. As a result, this Call for Proposals is highly competitive, and not all strong proposals will be funded. We encourage prospective applicants to review this Call for Proposals carefully before investing time in an application.
· Proposed studies should align with the objectives of this CFP, advance understanding of how to “Meet this Moment” (see Background) and promote equity in the health science knowledge system.
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