
2026 Call for proposals

Applicant webinar
March 6, 2026

Learning from abroad to 
reimagine health knowledge 
systems for equity and 
wellbeing
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Webinar Nuts & Bolts
1) CFP Purpose, Focus, and Overview

2) Q&A 

o To submit a question, use the Q&A function at the bottom of the screen in 

the webinar system to type your inquiry.

o Please avoid specific questions about your proposal.

Webinar is being recorded and will be shared

o A link to the entire presentation and the slide deck will be available in the 

Resources section of your MyRWJF application as well as on the CFP 

webpage.



CFP Purpose
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Learning from abroad to produce health equity solutions 

inspired by other countries that have faced or are currently 

facing similar health equity challenges as we are in the US



Focus
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Learning from abroad

5



Health knowledge system

6 Art by Reilly Branson on behalf of Ink Factory, https://evidenceforaction.org/blog-posts/learnings-ways-knowing-kickoff-event



Compounding crises
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Program Overview

o CFP with two-phase application process

Brief proposal --> Full proposal (by invitation)

o $5.5 million available total

o Up to 36 months

o Up to $500k per project

o Learning cohort model

o Two focus areas:

1. Knowledge generation and preservation

2.  Knowledge activation
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Global approaches to:

o Producing, sharing and preserving knowledge, science and data 

for health equity and wellbeing, and/or 

o Protecting ways of knowing and doing that are currently under 

attack

o E.g., Community-led, cross-border knowledge network and 

coalition building to share models across borders

1. Knowledge generation and 
preservation
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2. Knowledge activation

Global approaches to:

o Creative, narrative strategies to mobilize communities, 
reclaim erased histories, and strengthen collective identities

o E.g., creative expression and storytelling to reclaim erased 
histories, amplify silenced voices, and catalyze collective 
action
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Selection Criteria
Must haves:

o Learning from abroad + US impact

o Global-US partnerships (tentative for brief phase; confirmed for full phase)

o Action orientation

o Fit for either CFP focus area

o Community engagement

o Deep understanding of racism and other systems of oppression

o Systems change potential



Eligibility Criteria
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Must be "new" to RWJF = no awards since 1/1/21

Am I eligible if...?

My organization received an award directly from RWJF? (You were the grantee) No

My organization received a sub-grant/-contract from an institution funded directly from 

RWJF? (You were not the grantee)
Yes

I am a specific center/unit/department within a university/large organization that has 

received funding directly from RWJF since 1/1/21, BUT my 

specific/center/unit/department has not received funding directly

No

My grant started before 1/1/21, but was still active after that date Yes

My organization received RWJF funding through a fiscal sponsor on or after 1/1/21 No

My organization served as a fiscal sponsor since 1/1/21 Depends

Note: CFP-specific eligibility criteria supersede any other standard RWJF eligibility criteria



Eligibility Criteria (continued)
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o Domestic or international grantees 

o Projects must focus on improving health equity, wellbeing in the US

o Diverse backgrounds encouraged. RWJF will not select, exclude, or 

prioritize applicants based on their race, ethnicity, national origin, 

gender, or other protected characteristics



Ineligible Projects
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o Direct healthcare delivery or services, such as hospital or clinic charity care

o Direct services that work to meet basic needs, such as food or goods distribution

o Clinical interventions, including app-based interventions and diagnostic apps, and medicinal 

remedies or evaluations thereof.

o Clinical trials, biomedical, or bench science projects

o Theoretical research, or purely lab-based activities that are not linked to systems impact 

or practical applications

o Sustaining or expanding existing programs, such as extracurricular activities, 

recreational activities, community educational programs, medical pathways programs, and 

others

o Transportation services for healthcare clinics, hospitals, or other programs

o Capital projects, such as the renovation or purchasing of a facility or building
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MyRWJF 
Application
o Must complete all required 

questions and all sections in 
order to submit

o Read all instructions for 
specific details on required 
information

o System communications come 
from myrwjf@rwjf.org; add to 
your safe sender list

mailto:myrwjf@rwjf.org
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Tips for success
Do's Don’ts

Be specific Speak generally to the core activities, community 

engagement approach, outcomes, etc.

Be cohesive (problem statement > activities > 

outcomes > impact)

Reuse the CFP language without supporting 

information

Propose a genuine partnership with an international 

organization, mutually beneficial

Unevenly distribute resources, responsibility, and 

decision-making power

Ground your proposed project in the current 

sociopolitical context and RWJF's priorities per the 

CFP

Suggest issues/matters that are unrelated to the 

situation/health knowledge system described in the 

CFP

Make sure your project work is about systems-level 

change

Focus on individual behavior or knowledge change, 

or stop at outputs

Include detailed implications 

for US practitioners/community

Be exclusively focused on impacts abroad



Timeline

CFP launch

March 2, 2026

Brief proposals phase

March 2-April 13, 3pm ET

Full proposals phase (invitation only)

May 28-July 9

Grants start date

November 15 (US grantees)

Q1 2027 (non-US grantees)



Tips for submission
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RWJF will NOT accept late proposals. To avoid a late proposal, please note:

o We recommend that you familiarize yourself with our A&R System early on.

o We will not accept proposals submitted at 3 pm in another time zone. The system will allow 
you to keep working after 3 pm ET, but it will not save any work after this time.

o Reach out to us at Global2026@rwjf.org for assistance with the MyRWJF system.

o If you're outside of the US and encounter access issues, please contact us at your earliest 
convenience.

o The person starting the application can invite other contributors. RWJF cannot forward the 
application link to others on behalf of the person who started the application.

Note: We cannot guarantee a timely response for issues that arise on the deadline date, so 
please plan accordingly. See Applicant Deadline Policy in the online system.

mailto:Global2026@rwjf.org
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Please review:
o RWJF website

o CFP

o Project specific FAQs documents (updated weekly)

o Webinar recording

o  RWJF Lobbying and Advocacy Guidelines

o Budget preparation guidelines

Questions 

& Help
Global2026@rwjf.org

http://www.rwjf.org
https://anr.rwjf.org/viewCfp.do?cfpId=1747
https://www.rwjf.org/content/granteeresources/legal-and-policy/lobbying-advocacy.html#aticleSection-_jcr_content_root_responsivegrid_rtewithnavigation-0
https://anr.rwjf.org/templates/external/BPG_Standard.pdf
mailto:Global2026@rwjf.org


Q&A
Please use the Q&A button in 

your Zoom toolbar to submit a 

question. 



Thank You!
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